Bellaire High School Choirs Booster Club Meeting

October 6 2011, 6:30 pm in the Choir Room

Present:

Donde Batten

Carrie Carlson

Manizeh Mirza-Gruber

Donna Oldfield

David and Sherry McCollom

Linda and Doug Christians

Deborah Aaron

Mike Dodson, and others.  

August minutes were reviewed and approved.  The minutes are posted on the choir website.

Choir Director’s Report – Donde Batten reported for Amy Solberg
Dads are needed for the Spring Trip. Please contact Ms. Solberg if you are interested in chaperoning the trip.  As of this date, we have barely enough chaperones to make the trip.  Also, we are still trying to find a location and date for the Chorale Lock-in; the date may change in order to accommodate a space.

Treasurer’s Report – Carrie Carlson

Some students have not paid their choir fees and trip deposits.  She is working on getting those from students with Ms. Solberg.  There are still opportunities to place ads in the programs, which is bringing in good income.

Old Business – Donde Batten

The IRS request for reinstating our non-profit status has been rejected due to the fact that we did not turn in our tax reporting form for three years and so we were placed in an “automatic revocation for failure to file” status due to a congressional ruling in 2006.  This just happened in 2010.  Therefore, we need to file a different type of reinstatement form.  The booster club is supposed to receive a letter from the IRS telling us what information and form we need to file.  The accountant is beginning to look into this and will help us with that paperwork.  According to the IRS, it could take them as long as five or more months to process the new paperwork.

Current Fundraisers Business:

Cabaret – Manizeh Mirza-Gruber

Cabaret planning is going well.  The caterer has had to increase our cost for a meal by $.50 because of the rise in food costs. We are going to hold our other expenses down to compensate.  Deborah Aaron and I will be calling volunteers to verify the day they are helping and what they are doing. The deadline for ticket purchases is October 31.

Car Washes – Donde Batten

The scheduled car washes at Chick-Fil-A Meyerland were cancelled because of the drought. Ms. Solberg is looking into another location. The group discussed that it is probably not environmentally  appropriate to do car washes during the drought and decided that we should follow-up on other fund-raising ideas. 

Poinsettia Sale – Donde Batten

The deadline for orders is October 28.  

Bowl-a-thon – Deborah Aaron

The Bowl-a-thon is scheduled for Sunday, November 13 from 2-5 pm. Students should begin getting donations.  The cost for bowling without donations is $15.  We will be purchasing an iPod for a raffle of ticket purchasers.  

New Fundraising Opportunities:

Website Fundraiser – Lisa Porter

Lisa Porter has volunteered to set up a web-based fundraiser for the choirs.  Individuals will be able to make a donation from any location on the website.  The funds raised will go into the general choir account, not allocated to individual students. Donde Batten and Lisa tested the page and it works.  Lisa will draft the page language for approval by Ms. Solberg and Donde Batten, with the BHS administration approval.

Bellaire High School Directory – Donde Batten and Deborah Aaron

The PTO has offered that the choir booster club produce the Bellaire HS Directory this year and will be able to keep the profits. Donde Batten and Deborah Aaron have agreed to prepare the directory, with Donde soliciting the ads and Deborah creating the book and getting it published. They asked the group to solicit ads. The ads cover the cost of copying the booklet, so that the sales are all profit.  They plan to sell the directories for $5 each at school events, PTO meetings, and at school. 

Mr. Bellaire Contest Concessions –Deborah Aaron

Deborah Aaron reported that the Mr. Bellaire committee is allowing the choir booster club to sell concessions, such as candy and drinks, during intermission and after the contest. The group discussed what items would be good to sell and how much to sell them for. She also said that the committee was looking for a choir boy to enter the competition and the group discussed options for getting a boy to apply.  

CiCi’s Pizza Night or other dinner fundraisers –Donde Batten

The group discussed whether they wanted to add a dinner fundraiser at a restaurant and make 10% profit, like we did last year. The group decided that we had too much going on this semester and to revisit that question in January. 

The next meeting is November 8 at 6:30 pm in the Choir Room.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

